| for? Lat oss stanna vid den
| svenska opinionen. En spirituell

* land fortjénar béttre, har under
- lang tid bittre &n Sverige for-
)tjéinat titeln medelvégens land,

| sens, ett virn mot de dunkla

\

" Fngland

~ :
. England &r, for att begagna
| ett forsiktigt ord, sikerligen det
. | mest populédra landet i Sverige,

sannolikt i hela virlden. Var-

| engelsman besvarade hirom-
aret frigan ungefir s hir: de
konservativa tycker om oss dir-
for att vi haller pa graditioner
och bevarar alderdomliga in-
stitutioner, ssom en glansfull
 och maktlss monarki, en kyr=

~ katoliker och ’riktiga” prote-
stanter, ett lordernas hus; de
radikala tycker om oss dirfor
att vi linge har haft frihet och
| demokrati och under senare ar
‘en av varldens mest framgéngs-
rika socialistiska regeringar;
dessutom retar vi inte lingre
folk genom var makt. Det lig-
‘ger atskilligt i det syaret. Eng=

Al

- | moderationens, kompromisser-
nas hemvist, dir man standigt
| forandrar, men aldrig gor revo-
lution eller ens oroande expe-
riment. i ¢
' Men kérleken till England —
J det ordet &r dock inte for starkt
| — har djupare motiv. De gene-
| rationer som nu ir medel3lders
; eller #ldre har under tva
| virldskrig lart sig att se Eng-
. land som Europas véirn, Virnet
| for vad vi betraktat som det
| sanna Europa, humanitetens,
| upplysningens och folkstyrel-"

| och v8ldsamma krafter, som ge-
nom makt och myter velat ska-
pa en europeisk nationalism.
Det kommer att dréja linge
innan minnet vissnar fran de ar
da Englands réster, dd Church-
ills rost i lugn, segervisshqt och
nonchalans gav undertryckta
och hotade folk fortrgstan och
overlagsenhet infor 6det. Gar vi
langre tillbaka finner vi Eng=
- land i samma position, England
ensamt, England i allianser,
England i betryck och England
i triumf, men alltid ett Englamf
som pekade mot den framtid
som dr var och den framtid vi

- ka som!stér nadgonstans mellan

har England pi ett annat siit;‘.,

symbol och talesman. Det har
med en tolerans, en framsynt-
| het och en finess som historien
saknar motstycke till, medver~

tiva, sonderslitna och litt for-
véryade, blivit- det handlande
och koloniserande Englands

kommit att personifiera Euro-
pas goda vilja mot varlden
utanfor, 6nskan att teruppritta
och hjilpa i stillet fér att ex-
ploatera, I forsvaret mot Osterns
tyranni har England, den enda

fascism och kommunism aldrig
blivit mer &n forirringar hos ett

tinentens sjélvfallna ledare. Det
bilda den oemotstandliga bar-

— den rollen tillkommer Ame--
rika, ett stérreé England i var-

den miktiga demokrati som ut-
gatt ur England och nirts ay
engelska tdnkesitt foretrida
behirskningen och mognaden.
Pa detta sitt har det engelska
oriket, sjélvt visst inte fritt fran
skuld och forvillelse, mer #n
négot annat land nirmat sig
rollen av ett véirldssamvete;
ddr finns hyckleri och in-
skrénkthet och mycket annat
minskligt ont, men ingenstides
ér viljan att handla ritt under
hénsyn till alla mera uthredd
och lidelsefull, :

Den parlamentariska demo-
kratin #r en engelsk insats, en
tillfélligt och halvt omedvetet
tillkommen engelsk uppfinning,
Den har under samverkan av
inhemska f6rutsittningar och
vilja till efterbildning blivit var
och ménga andra staters sty-
relseform. Lagens vilde, med-
borgerlig frihet, respekt for det
sarpriglade och individuella &r
grundvalen for detta konstrikt
utformade forfattningspolitiska
system. I allt detta har England
varit liromistaren  framfor

arbetar for.
. Efter det andra virldskriget

andra. Engelska idéer, en #ldre
engelsk revolution var férut-
sdttningen for de stora ameri-
kanska, och franska revolutio-
nerna, och det &#r dessas ideal,
filtrerade“i brittisk rimlighet,
som ger kraft at visterlindsk
politik. 3 :

Engelsménnen talar inte s&

i &n rikare matt blivit Europas, |

kat till frigérande och frigivan= | :
de av folk som en géng, primi- |

egendom. Didrmed har England b

fatal, blivit den europeiska kon- |
forsvagade England’ kan inte |

rifiren mot samtidens valdsmin |

europeiska stormakt dir bade |

dande — men det kan &ven mot

; ”-
tionalism, de vérdar mera ordet
sunt fornuft. Men viljan att
prova och viga, att inte 1ata sig
lockas av det extravaganta, att
inte luras in i ett slutet system
av speciella begrepp, som sét=-
ter verkligheten i tvingstroja,
har varit det filosofiska och po-
litiska ti#nkandets signatur i
England. Mot de blindande
konstruktionerna frdn Frank-
rike och Tyskland har engels-
ménnen, frdin Hume, Bentham
och de bdda Mill till vara da-
gar, stdllt den lugna eftertan-
ken, den sakliga analysen, viljan |
att vara intelligent utan ver=-
drift och galenskap. P& den
punkten kénner vi oss ocksd
som engelsménnens ldtrjungar;
vi kénner rent av att anglo- |-
saxer och skandinaver stir
varandra néra. Att denna vis-
dom givit plats & s mycken
subtil poesi, s& manga original
‘och s& mycket tjusande tokeri,
fulléindar bilden av. vart Eng-

gérna om upplysning eller ra-

land.

———




England is, to use a cautious
word, certainly the most pop-
ular country in Sweden and
probably in the whole world.
Why? Let us pause before
Swedish opinion. Some years
.ago a witty Englishman replied
to the question ‘approximately
as follows: The conservatives
| like us because we adhere to
| tradition and retain ancient

institutions such as a splendor-
ous and powerless monarchy,
a church standing somewhere;
between the catholics and "real”
| protestants, a House of Lords;
| the radicals like us because we
have long had freedom and
democracy and in recent years
one of the world’s most suc-
cessful socialist governments;
in addition we no longer irritate
people with eur power. There
is much in this answer. Eng-
land deserves better than Swe-
den and has for a long time better
‘deserved the title of the country
of the Middle Way, the home of
moderation and compromise,
where change is constant but
where revolutions or even
disturbing  experiments are
never made.

But the love of England —
and this word is not too strong
— has deeper motives. The
generations which have now
reached middle or old age have
during two world wars learnt
to regard England as the bul-

’E»ngi‘dnd r

i I |
wark of Europe. The bulwark
of what we have regarded as
the true Europe, of humanism
and enlightenment and popular
government, a defence against
the dark and violent powers
who have wished to create a
Etropean nationalism through

- force and myths.

It will be long before memory
fails of the years when the
voices of England, when the
voice of Churchill calmly, con-
fidently and unobtrusively in-
spired confidence and strength
to suppressed and threatened
nations, If we go further back,
we find England in the same
position, England @alone, Eng-
land allied with others, Eng-
land in distress, and England
in. triumph. But always an
England pointing towards the
future which is ours, and the
future for which we are work-
ing. :

After the second world war,
England has in another way
and in a richer méasure become
the symbol and spokesman of
Europe. With a tolerance, a
foresightedness and a finesse
unequalled in history she has
cooperated in the liberation of
peoples who, at the same time
primitive, divided and easily
mastered, became the property
of empire-building England.
Thereby England -has come to
personify the good will of
Europe towards the outside
world, the wish to reconstruct
and assist instead of exploiting.

| Inthedefenceagainstthe tyranny

of the East, England — the only
European great power where
both Fascism and Communism
have never deceived any but
the few — has become the ob-
vious leader of the European
continent. Weakened England
cannot form the irresistible
barrier against contemporary
tyrants — this role must be
assumed by America, a larger

'England in the being — but

towards the mighty democracy
which has emerged from Eng-
land and been nurtured by
English thinking, she can re-

present restraint and maturity.,
In this way the British islands,
not themselves free from guilt
and delusion, have more than
any other country come .close

to playing the role of a world |

conscience; there does exist
hypocrisy and narrowmind-
edress and many other human
evils, but nowhere is the will
to act rightly whilst showing
consideration to others more
widely spread and more passio-
nate. . 2

Parliamentary democracy is
an * English contribution, ~an
accidental and half uncon-
sciously created English inven-
tion, Through the interaction of
local conditions and the will to
copy it has become our and
many other countries’ way of
government. The rule of law,
the liberty of the citizen,
respect for originality and
individuality, is the basis of
this

above all others. English ideas,
and an earlier English revolu-
tion were the basis of the
great American and French
revolutions, - and it is their
ideals, filtered through British
reasonableness, which give pur-
pose to Western politics. ;
The English do not readily
talk about enlightenment or
rationalism, they show more
reverence for the word common

sense. But the will to test and |-

try, not to be lured by extra-
vagancies, not to be enticed into

a closed system of specific |
concepts putting reality into a |

strait jacket, has been the hall-
mark of philosophical and po-
litical thinking in England.
Against the brilliant construct-
jons of France and Germa=
ny, the English, from Hume,

Bentham and the two Mills |
until our days, placed the calm |
matter-of-fact |

deliberation,
analysis and the will to intelli-
gence without exaggeration and
absurdity. In this respect, too,
we feel ourselves the pupils
of the English; we feel, in fact,

‘that the Anglo-Saxons and the |

Scandinavians are closely akin.
The fact that this wisdom has
provided room for so much
subtle poetry; so many eccen-
trics and so much enchanting
whimsicality perfects the pie=
ture of our England.

elaborately-shaped con- || ;
stitutional system. In all this |
England has been the instructor |




