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En liberal  international
(World Liberal Union) bildades
i Oxford 1947 och har sedan
dess hallit &rliga méten, ‘Den
femte kongressen, som nu f6-
restar, halls i Uppsala; den
rjade i dag med forberedan-
debatter och 6ppnas formellt
L morgon. P4 programmet stir
en -rad_resolutionsfiirslag om
konomisk och social politik,
om vigen till fred, om koncen-~
 trations- och slavldger som ut-
| tryck for den totalitdra politi=
| ken.  Anslutna till internatio-
| nalen &r liberala partier i fem=
| ton lénder;,hﬁrtllfknmmer de=
legationer av landsflyktiga fran
flera forut sjdlvsténdiga, nu ay
Ryssland  erdvrade elfexj be-
hirskade stater,
~ Att en liberal international
bildats Hrrnlturliﬁ med hénsyn
till att ingen politisk riktning
varit mera intiktad pa interna-
tidtellt samarbete och skapan-
det av en internationell rétts-
och fredsorganisation #n libera-
lismen. Redan de upplysnirigs-
och framstegsmin fran den sto-
1a_revolutionens tid som &r
den moderna liberalismens fi-
regdngare sig 4 ena sidan en
fredlig och organigerad virld, &
den andra fria, sjélvstiandiga
och shrpriglade ménniskor som
resultat av den andliga och ma-
| teriella  frigérelse de verkade
| for. Dessa pionjéirers drémmar
| och férhoppningar har fortle-
| vat { ett och ett halvt sekel,
| under nederlag och missrike
ningar, i en virld som efter
| korta  avsplnningsperioder pa
| 1800-talet alltmera préglats av
kriser 6ch konflikter, I varje
| generation har liberala tin-
kare och politiker hort till dem
som m kiinslans * styrka,
reflexionens klarhet och hand.
lingens energi rest parollen om
| en minsklighet som skall an-
vinda sin  kraft inte pd for-
- | 6dande inre kamp, utan pé att
| uppritta en ordning inom vil-
| ken den enskilde i trygghet och
|frihet skall kunna utbilda sina
anlag, . ett rikare inve liv.
| Malet ter sig mera avldgset for
|oss #n det gjorde for den unga,
Joptmistiska och naiva liberalis-
nen Det #r lika vrt att arbe-
ta £5t, det enda som det r virt
|att arbeta for { politik och sam-
hallsliv,
Frén andra synpunkter kan
en liberal international framsta
s en underlig skapelse,.nira
noy® gom en sjia’lvmotsagelse;
Incm den liberala dsk&dningens
rAnt rymmes ménga varianter,
Lo partier som kallar ‘sig eller |
#or ansprék pd att vara liberala
rup-esenterar i skilda lander
siarkt skiftande traditioner och
program, Inom vissa partier dr
| ballningen i ekonomiska ‘och
sociala frégor sédan att det lig-
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konservatism och, gammallibe-
ralism; pa andra hall atér har
den socialreformatoriska linjen
sé helt slagit igenom att knap~
Past mer &n motstindet mot en
mera ldngt driven socialisering
ger en. klar skiljelinje mot
socialismen. Inom nagra linder
foretrader liberalismén en ut«
priglat rationalistisk och seku=
laristisk standpunkt, inom and-
ra har den starkt fiste inom
- religiosa samfund och kan be-
traktas som birare av en kris-
ten humanism, Och h#rtill
kommer att det i ménga fall
blir en fraga om beteckningar
och tillfilligheter dA ett . bew
stimt parti inom ett land fram-

framfor andra — liksom da
intet parti anses vara liberalt
i ordets mera tekniska mening,
Det dr tillrickligt att erinra om
att USA — den stat dir libe-
ralismen domiterar; den stat
som fortvaron av liberalismen i
hela virlden beror pd — inte
4r representerat i den liberala
internationslen, :

Med dessa forhillanden sam-
manhénger att den liberala in=
ternationalen  hittills inte fatt
nagon stbrre betydelse och in-
te gérna kan bli mera 4n ett fo=
rum for debatt och stimuleran=
de personligt umginge: De pro=
gram och uttalanden som vid.
olika’ tillféllen antagits Hr ire=
gel vaga och abstrakta — vilket
vigserligen inte &r ovanlig med
kongressresolutioner,  Liksom
ofta vid internationella sam-=
mankomster har ocksa frekven-
sen av omsesidiga hyllningar, |
tom och hogtidlig retorik varlt
alltfor stor, Det 4r att hoppas
att sakligheten och konkretio=
nen blir starkare markerad vid
den nu stundande kongressen.
Den demokratiska humanism,
det ovillkorliga motstdnd mot
totalitédra tendenser som i daw
gens lage dr ledstjdrna for
Vistern ar dess battre inte ba-
ra de liberala partiernas sak.
De idéer som &r de ursprungs-
liga och bestdende i liberalis-
men. har genomsyrat stora folk-
grupper som parti= och valmés-
sigt hor till andra, konservativa
och socialistiska  riktningar;
dessa idéer har kunnat ga fram- |
at dven dé de liberala partier=
na gatt tillbaka, Men pa ett
sdrskilt sétt bir de partier Som
traditionellt och . systematiskt
foretrider de liberala grundtan- |
karna ansvaret for att dessa

se siga sig kiimpa fdrst och’
frimest for det gemensamma’
och - centrala 1 visterltindsk ]
dskddning, Samarbetet b kun-

tréder som det liberala partiet |4,

(tion and the establishment of

periods of calm in the 19th

ingly marked by.—crises and
conflicts, In each generation
liberal thinkers and politicians
‘have been among those who
have used the strength of their
emotions, the light of their
minds and the energy of their
actions to urge mankind to
apply its powers not to devas-
tating internal conflict, but to
the establishment of an order
within which the individual
may develop his talents in se-
curity and freedom, and live a
fuller inner life.
seems more distant to us than
‘it did to young, optimistic and
naive liberalism.
theless worth working for, the
only thing worth working for
in politics and community life,

a World Liberal Union may
appeat' to be a strange creation,
even a paradox. Liberal thought
has room for many variants,
Parties which “call themselves,
or claim to be liberal, repre-

tankar beféstes och forkunnas. | /sent - most: varying, - traditions
Liberalerna kan ttan forhével- | and togrammes in different

countries. Some parties have
adopted such. an attitude in

The Liberal

| A World Liberal Union was
formed at Oxford in 1947, and
has met annually ever since.
The fifth Congress, which is
now to be held, begins at Upp-
sala to-day with preliminary
debates and will be formally
opened to-morrow. The agenda
includes a series of motions
concerning economic and social
policy, the road to peace and
exposing concentration and
slave camps as expressions of
totalitarian politics. The Lib-
eral Parties of 15 countries are
affiliated to the Union and in
addition, delegations are ex-
pected representing formerly
independent states now domi=
nated by the Soviet Union.

The formation of a Liberal
Union is a most natural step
as no other political movement
as n more directed to=
wards international co-opera=

an international legal and peace
organization, than the Liberal,
The pioneers of modern lib=
eralism, in the days of the
Great Revolution, envisaged a
world, which whilst peaceful
and organised, was populas
ted by free, independent and
individualistic men and wo-
men; the result of the spir-
itual and materdal liberation
for which they were striving,
The hopes and dreams of these
ploneers have lived on for a
centuty and a half through de-
feats 'and disappointments, in
a world, which apart from short

century, has become increas-

This goal

It is never-

From other points of view,

.\Interhational' |

. eéconomic and social questions

that it seems natural to call
them conservative or Man-

reforms that ‘only their oppo-
sition to programmes of natio-
nalization divides %hem from

liberalism represents’ a mark-
‘edly rational and secular

1t is strongly anchored in rel-

Christian humanism. Further-
more, it is often merely a
question of labels or chance
whether a certain party in a
country is regarded as the Lib-
eral Party or whether no party
‘can be considered as Liberal in

It will suffice to point out that
the U. 8. A, — the one country
dominated by liberalism and
the country on which liberalism
everywhere in the world de-
pends — is not represented in
the Liberal World Union,

. It is due to these cireumstan-
ces that the Liberal World
Union has so far gained little
importance, and can hardly be
more than a platform for debate
and stimulating personal con-
tacts, The programmes and re-

stages have been rather vague
and abstract, which, however,
is not seldom the case with
congress resolutions, Like many
other international gatherings,

mutual praise and empty so-

that this congress will be mark-
ed by more concrete realism.

Fortunately, the cause of de-
mocratic humanism and of un-
conditional resistance against
totalitarian

to-day, is not upheld by the lih-

and lasting ideas of liberalism
have permeated through large
categories of people belonging
in the conservative or socialist
camps; the principles have ad-

Parties themselves have reced-
ed. 'However, the parties which
have traditionally and system-
atically represented the funda=
mental liberal concepts, are in a
very special way responsible for
the entrenchment and further-
ance of these concepts, Without
boasting, the liberals can say

chester-liberal, Others have so |
fully accepted a policy of social

socialism. In some countries, |-

standpoint, whilst in others, |-

igious movements and can |
be regarded as a bearer of |

the technical sense of the word. | ‘

solutions adopted at various |

there has often been too much |

lemn rhetories. It is to be hoped ||

tendencies, which |
is the guiding star of the Wesl |

eral parties alone, The original |

vanced even where the Liberal |

that they are the first and
foremost protagonists of the
guiding, common principles of
the West. Co-operation should
strengthen = their ability to
achieve this great and signi-

ficant task,

na stirka deras formaga att

ger ndra till hands att tala om

tylla ‘denna stora uppgift.




